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The views of Bolshevism also infected the German
divisions retained on the Eastern Front after the con-
clusion of peace. The conditions under which they lived
rendered them an easy prey. Though fraternization was
forbidden it was impossible to prevent it, and propaganda,
by leaflet and word of mouth, spread quickly among the
troops. " Immediately after conquering those Bolsheviks,
we were conquered by them", Hoffmann admitted after
the war to an American journalist. " Our victorious army
on the Eastern Front became rotten with Bolshevism. We
got to the point where we did not dare to transfer certain
of our eastern divisions to the West." l

Here indeed was irony. Not only were large numbers
of German troops retained in the East to gather in the
fruits of Brest-Litovsk, but, at the moment when they
were desperately needed in the West, it was discovered
that their transfer would prove both useless and even
dangerous. According to Prince Max of Baden, the Supreme
Command was prepared, towards the end of October 1918,
to evacuate the Ukraine altogether, but Ludendorff and
Hoffmann agreed that these troops were so impregnated
with Bolshevik ideas that they would be of no real service
in attack, and would threaten the morale of the jaded
divisions which had already been defeated.2

Thus, while Ludendorff was protesting against Joffe's
activities in Berlin, the army in the East was suffering

on July 14,1918: " A large number of men and non-commissioned officers
who have come back from prison camps in Russia have lost all sense of
discipline and brought back so many Bolshevik ideas, owing to their
having witnessed the Revolution, that they exercise a bad influence on
their comrades " (quoted by General von Kuhl before the Reichstag
Commission of Enquiry). [See The Causes of the German Collapse in 1918,
edited by Ralph Haswell Lutz (Stanford University, CaL, 1934), pp. 143-
144.] Such reports from military district commanders were not un-
common at this period.

1  Chicago Daily News, March 13, 1919.

2  Memoirs of Prince Max of Baden, sec. ii. pp. 104-105.